Civil Aviation Safety Authority – Consultation on PP 2612US
Drone operations above 400 ft in defined environments - (PP 2612US)
Overview
[bookmark: _Hlk10803106]CASA is seeking feedback on a policy proposal (PP) to allow drone operations above 400 ft in defined environments and under certain conditions.
The proposal would allow operations above 400 ft, up to an additional maximum height of 100 ft (approximately 31 m) measured from the top of a structure. This would apply without CASA approval or the requirement to operate under a remotely piloted aircraft operator’s certificate (ReOC), when certain criteria are met.
The proposal would apply to 2 defined environments and operations.
The first is drone operations near vertical objects or obstacles, including structures and terrain features such as wind turbines, communication towers, buildings and cliffs. 
The second involves drone operations over excavated areas within active mining operations.
Under the proposal, eligible remote pilot licence (RePL) holders and eligible operators would be allowed to conduct certain operations above 400 ft. This would not require CASA approval or operating under a ReOC. All operating conditions still apply.
The proposal has been developed to reduce the administrative burden of repeated applications and approvals for certain recurring operations. 
It would give operators greater certainty and flexibility when carrying out routine work in these environments. It would also support a practical and proportionate regulatory framework aligned with operational risk. 
The proposal would also allow CASA to focus its regulatory oversight and assessment resources on more complex or higher risk operations.
The proposed changes are intentionally limited in scope. They are designed to provide relief from the existing 400 ft height restriction in the circumstances described. The proposal does not replace, alter, or remove any other regulatory requirements that may apply to a particular operation. 
Operators and remote pilots must continue to comply with all other applicable rules, approvals and operational requirements – including those relating to airspace access, operations near people, and beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) operations where relevant.
The proposal
CASA proposes to permit certain drone operations above 400 ft without a CASA approval or the requirement to hold or operate under a ReOC, provided all operating conditions are met.
The proposal would apply to 2 defined operating environments:
1. Near vertical objects:
a. when operating within 120 m horizontally or laterally of a natural or constructed structure such as a wind turbine, building, tower or cliff
b. permitted to operate up to an additional 100 ft above the highest point of that structure
c. the remote pilot (RePL holder) must maintain a listening watch on the appropriate aeronautical radio frequency.
2. Over active mining excavations:
a. the 400 ft altitude limit is measured from the pit edge nearest to the drone, not measured from the pit floor or from the point on the ground under the drone
b. the remote pilot must hold an Aeronautical Radio Operator Certificate (AROC) and radio broadcasts must be made before and during the operation.
For both operating environments, the proposed alleviation would only apply where:
· the remote pilot holds a RePL for the type and category of RPA being operated
· operations are within visual line of sight (VLOS)
· the operator already holds CASA approval for BVLOS or EVLOS operations, the operation is permitted but an observer must be used.
This proposal is intended to operate with other approvals. Where another approval is required, such as BVLOS, controlled airspace, or operations near people, that approval must still be obtained following CASA’s application processes. 
[bookmark: _Hlk10803145]Principal changes
The main change would allow eligible operators to conduct certain drone operations above 400 feet without applying to CASA for approval for each operation.
The proposal would reduce the need for repeated approvals for similar operations and provide greater certainty for operators undertaking recurring work. It would also remove the routine requirement for operation specific NOTAMs, subject to transition arrangements. 
It would also introduce aeronautical radio requirements to support situational awareness for the remote pilot and other airspace users.
The proposal does not change existing safety responsibilities. Operators must continue to comply with all applicable regulations and conduct operations safely.
All other regulatory requirements would remain unchanged. This includes requirements relating to airspace access, aerodromes, operations near people, and hazard identification and avoidance.	
Previous consultations
CASA continues to review and improve our application and assessment processes under a broader approach for a more efficient and effective remotely piloted aircraft system (RPAS) regulatory framework.
During the 2021 to 2022 post implementation review of the Part 101 of CASR consultation, stakeholders were asked about greater flexibility for some operations above 400 ft, including operations near vertical structures and over mine sites.
Consultation feedback supported a more proportionate approach where the operating environment is constrained, and the safety case could be maintained through other conditions or mechanisms. 
Why your views matter
[bookmark: _Hlk10803478][bookmark: _Hlk110236422]Your feedback will help us make sure the proposed changes are suitable, clear and will work as intended, and all aviation safety matters are raised and appropriately mitigated.
How to submit feedback
Please submit your comments on the proposal to permit certain drone operations above 400 ft in defined environments, through the consultation hub using the survey link provided on this page.
If you are unable to provide feedback via the survey link, please email us at regulatoryconsultation@casa.gov.au .
What happens next
At the end of the response period, we will:
· review all comments received
· make responses publicly available on the consultation hub (unless you request your submission remain confidential)
· publish a summary of consultation which summarises the feedback received and outlines any intended changes and next steps.
All comments received on the proposal will be considered. Relevant feedback that improves upon the proposal would be incorporated.
Related documents
[bookmark: _Hlk110602582]All documents relevant to this consultation are attached in the ‘Related’ section at the bottom of the overview page. They are:
· PP 2612US, which provides background and explains the proposed change
· MS Word copy of online consultation for ease of distribution and feedback within your organisation.
[bookmark: _Hlk10804297]

[bookmark: _Hlk46393504][bookmark: _Hlk110602635]Give Us Your Views 
[Appears on the overview page at the bottom]
Online Survey 
[This link is on the front page of the survey and takes you to the survey questions] 
Events
List of events related to this consultation such as upcoming webinars
[bookmark: _Hlk46393562]Related
[This section is at the bottom of the front page and contains all the links to other sites and documents related to this consultation]
Related Documents
List of documents attached to the consultation:
· [bookmark: _Hlk110602710][bookmark: _Hlk2172420][bookmark: _Hlk10807523]PP 2612US, provides background and explains in detail the proposed change
· MS Word copy of online consultation on Drone operations above 400 ft in defined environments - (PP 2612US)


Audience & Interest groups
Audience groups:
· Flight instructors and flight examiners
· Flight training operators
· Pilots
· Drone operators
· School/Education/Aviation Theory Provider
· Amateur/kit-built aircraft owners and builders
· Sport and recreational aircraft maintainers
· Sport aviation bodies & prospective ASAOs
· Gliding clubs
· Aircraft owner/operator
· Aerial work operator
· Drone training organisation
· Holder of RPAS remotely piloted aircraft operator’s certificate (ReOC)
· Holder of RPAS and remote pilot licence (RePL)
· Aerial work operator (Part 138)
· Commercial drone operator
· Recreational drone flyer
· Model aircraft enthusiast
· Training organisation representative
· Flight training organisations
· School/educational institution
· VET and tertiary sector organisations providing aviation theory training
· Helicopter pilots
· AOC holders operating helicopters
· Instructors and flight examiners
· Potential AAM operators
· Potential AAM pilots
· Vertiport developers
· Potential vertiport owner and operator
· Emergency services provider/operator
· Farmer/ agriculture/operate over your own land
· Light Sport Aircraft, Lightweight Aeroplanes and Ultralight Aeroplanes owners and pilots
· Light Sport Aircraft, Lightweight Aeroplanes and Ultralight Aeroplanes sport aviation operators
· Operators and owners of limited category aircraft
· Maintainers of limited category aircraft
· Pilots of limited category aircraft
· Sport and recreational pilots
· Emergency services personnel
· Firefighting personnel
· Rural fire brigades

Interest groups:
· Drones/uncrewed aircraft systems
· Airspace and infrastructure
· Sport and recreational aviation
· Operational standards
· Flight training
· Limited category aircraft
· Private operations
· Amateur/kit-built aircraft
· First person view (FPV)
· Model aircraft/remote control aeroplanes
· Advanced air mobility
· New and emerging technology
· Vertiports
· Agriculture
· Owner of drones and/or model aircraft
· Registered operators- Private and aerial work operations


[bookmark: _Hlk110602861][bookmark: _Hlk2172166]Page 1. About this consultation
[bookmark: _Hlk110602770]This consultation asks for your feedback on CASA’s proposal to allow certain drone operations above 400 ft in defined operating environments without requiring a CASA approval or operating under a remotely piloted aircraft operator’s certificate (ReOC).
The proposal is limited to operations (within 120 m) near vertical objects or obstacles and operations over excavated areas within active mining operations. These are environments where crewed aircraft are unlikely to be operating; the proposed changes are assessed as not increasing aviation safety risk, provided the proposed conditions and exclusions are met.
The survey lets you comment on the proposal and on specific issues such as operating limits, radio requirements, airspace exclusions, impacts and implementation.
We will ask you for:
· personal information, such as your name, any organisation you represent, and your email address
· your consent to publish your submission
· your responses to the proposed changes in the regulations
· demographic information to help us understand your interest in the regulations
· any comments you may want to provide.
[bookmark: _Hlk110604336]Our website contains more information on making a submission and what we do with your feedback.


[bookmark: _Hlk46392696][bookmark: _Hlk2173730]Page 2. Personal information
First name
(Required)
	


Last name
(Required)
	


Email address
If you enter your email address, you will automatically receive an acknowledgement email when you submit your response.
Email
	


Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?
(Required)
Please select only one item
☐ Yes, I am authorised to submit feedback on behalf of an organisation
☐ No, these are my personal views.
If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.
	


[bookmark: _Hlk79579329][bookmark: _Hlk143264669]Demographic question where applicable
Which of the following best describes the group you represent?
Please select only one item
☐ Drone operator
☐ Remote pilot
☐ ReOC holder
☐ RePL holder
☐ RePL training organisation
☐ Model aircraft or recreational drone user
☐ Mining operator or infrastructure owner
☐ Crewed aircraft pilot or airspace user
☐ Private or commercial pilot
Please specify ‘Other’ if selected.
	




[bookmark: _Hlk46394012][bookmark: _Hlk110603021][bookmark: _Hlk16072089]Page 3. Consent to publish submission
[bookmark: _Hlk46393757]To provide transparency and promote debate, we intend to publish all responses to this consultation. This may include both detailed responses/submissions in full and aggregated data drawn from the responses received.
Where you consent to publication, we will include:
· your last name if the submission is made by you as an individual or 
· the name of the organisation on whose behalf the submission has been made
· your responses and comments
We will not include any other personal or demographic information in a published response
[bookmark: _Hlk46393777][bookmark: _Hlk79580265][bookmark: _Hlk110604226]Do you give permission for your response to be published?
(Required)
Please select only one item
☐ Yes - I give permission for my response/submission to be published.
☐ No - I would like my response/submission to remain confidential but understand that de-identified aggregate data may be published.
☐ I am a CASA officer.
Information about how we consult and how to make a confidential submission is available on our website.


Page 4: Operations
Question 1. Do you support CASA’s proposed regulatory alleviation to permit certain drone operations above 400 ft AGL in defined environments without approval, subject to appropriate safety controls?
☐ Support
☐ Support with changes
☐ Do not support
☐ Unsure
Comments
	


Question 2. Is the concept of ‘defined environments’ clear and appropriately scoped?
Defined environments
1.	Operating near a vertical structure:
Operations within 120 m measured horizontally or laterally from a natural or human-made vertical structure such as a wind turbine or cliff face, are permitted but restricted to operate not more than an additional 100 ft (approximately 31 m) above the highest point of that structure.
2.	Operating over an active mining excavation:
Operations in or over an excavated area within an active mining operation, limited to an altitude of not more than 400 ft measured from the natural surface of the earth, the pit edge or pit crest nearest to the drone, not the point on the ground directly under the drone.
☐ Agree
☐ Agree with changes
☐ Disagree
☐ Unsure
Comments
	




Question 3. Are the proposed conditions and controls appropriate and proportionate to the risk of operating up to an additional 100 ft (approximately 31 m) above a structure? 
Conditions
Remote pilot must: 
· hold a remote pilot licence (RePL) for the type and category of RPA being operated
· maintain a listening watch on an appropriate aeronautical radio frequency when operating in visual line of sight (VLOS).
The drone must not be operated:
· in controlled airspace
· within the no-fly zone of a controlled aerodrome
· within the no-fly zone of a non-controlled aerodrome when a crewed aircraft is approaching, landing at, taking off from, or manoeuvring on the movement area of the aerodrome
· as part of a one-to-many operation (e.g. a swarm or lightshow)
· where a separate approval is required for another reason, unless that approval is already in force.
☐ Agree
☐ Agree with changes
☐ Disagree
☐ Unsure
Comments
	


Question 4. Do you see any operational, technical or cost challenges in implementing these operations?
☐ Agree
☐ Agree with changes
☐ Disagree
☐ Unsure
Comments
	




Question 5. To what extent do you consider each of the following radio requirements proportionate, practical and sufficient to support situational awareness for the remote pilot and crewed aviation pilots? Please explain your changes or reasons for disagreeing.
a. For operations within 120 m of a vertical object or obstacle, the remote pilot must maintain a listening watch on the appropriate aeronautical radio frequency.
☐ Agree
☐ Agree with changes
☐ Disagree
☐ Unsure
Comments:
	


b. For operations over an active mining excavation, the remote pilot must hold an AROC and make an aeronautical radio broadcast before commencing the operation and at regular intervals during the flight.
☐ Agree
☐ Agree with changes
☐ Disagree
☐ Unsure
Comments:
	


Question 6. Under the current regulatory framework, a notice to airmen (NOTAM) must be raised and released for all drone operations above 400 ft AGL. 
Instead of continuing to raise a NOTAM for every operation conducted under this proposal, CASA proposes to use broader advisory information to communicate with the aviation industry and is considering whether transitional NOTAM arrangements are needed. What safety risks would you raise and recommend CASA considers for this proposal?
Comments:
	




Page 5: General comments
Do you have any additional comments about the proposal? This should not include points you have already raised.
Please include in these comments any impact this change may have on you or your operation.
Comments
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