Civil Aviation Safety Authority – Consultation on CD 2613US

[bookmark: _Hlk10803069]Proposed Part 101 of CASR miscellaneous amendments 2026 - (CD 2613US)
Overview
[bookmark: _Hlk10803106]We are seeking feedback on 3 proposals affecting drone and rocket operations, remote pilots, and training providers.
The proposals would amend 
· Part 101 of the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998 (CASR)
· The Civil Aviation (Fees) Regulations 1995 
· The Civil Aviation Regulations 1988.
See Explanation Document: Proposed Part 101 of CASR miscellaneous amendments 2026, for more detail.
The proposals would:
· require Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) for approved drone and rocket operations, only when the NOTAMs provide an aviation safety benefit
· align an existing regulation with current record-keeping requirements, without changing operators’ existing requirements
· allow CASA to set and manage nationally consistent RePL and BVLOS examinations, delivered by CASA-approved providers.
The proposals aim to improve efficiency, clarity and consistency while maintaining aviation safety.
This consultation may be relevant to you if you:
· conduct drone or rocket operations requiring CASA approval for a specific area
· operate uncrewed aircraft covered by existing record-keeping requirements
· hold or are applying for a remote pilot licence (RePL)
· conduct beyond visual line-of-sight (BVLOS) operations
· provide RePL training.
You can review each proposal and provide feedback in the following survey.
Previous consultations
Before this consultation, CASA consulted publicly on the post-implementation review of Part 101 of the CASR and its MOS. Consultation PP 2107US included proposed policy initiatives that are now reflected in this legislative amendment package. 
A technical working group (TWG), established through the Aviation Safety Advisory Panel, has also considered proposed amendments to the Part 101 regulatory framework. The TWG includes representation from across industry. 
Why your views matter 
[bookmark: _Hlk10803478][bookmark: _Hlk110236422]Your feedback will help us make sure the proposed amendments are suitable, clear, and will work as intended.
Please submit your comments using the survey link on this page.
If you can’t provide feedback via the survey link, email regulatoryconsultation@casa.gov.au for advice.
What happens next
At the end of the response period, we will:
· Review all feedback
· Make responses publicly available on the consultation hub (unless you request your submission remain confidential)
· Publish a Summary of Consultation which summarises the feedback received and outlines any intended changes and next steps.
All feedback on the proposed legislation amendments will be considered. Relevant feedback that improves upon the proposed instrument may be incorporated into the final instrument.
Post-implementation review
CASA will monitor and review the new rules during the transition phase and on an ongoing basis. We will also continue working on further proposed changes to the Part 101 regulations to better support remotely piloted operations.
Documents for review 
The documents related to this consultation are in the ‘Related’ section at the bottom of the overview page. They are:
· Summary of Proposed Change (SPC) on CD 2613US, which provides background on the proposed amendments
· Exposure Draft: Civil Aviation Safety Amendment (Minor Changes) Regulations 2026: Attachment E: minor amendments
· Explanation Document: Proposed Part 101 of CASR miscellaneous amendments 2026
· MS Word copy of online consultation for distribution and feedback within your organisation.



[bookmark: _Hlk46393504][bookmark: _Hlk110602635][bookmark: _Hlk10804297]Give Us Your Views 
[Appears on the overview page at the bottom]
Online Survey 
[This link is on the front page of the survey and takes you to the survey questions] 
Related
Related Links
Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998
Part 101 (Unmanned Aircraft and Rockets) Manual of Standards 2019
Related Consultations
Proposed amendments to Part 101 CASR and MOS - Unmanned aircraft and rockets - (PP 2107US)
Related Documents
· Summary of Proposed Change on CD 2613US
· Exposure Draft: Civil Aviation Safety Amendment (Minor Changes) Regulations 2026: Attachment E: minor amendments
· Explanation Document: Proposed Part 101 of CASR miscellaneous amendments 2026
· MS Word copy of online consultation - Proposed Part 101 of CASR miscellaneous amendments 2026 - (CD 2613US)


[bookmark: _Hlk110602710][bookmark: _Hlk2172420][bookmark: _Hlk10807523]Audience & Interest groups 
Audience
	· Sports aviation operators/clubs

	· Drone operators

	· Drone training organisation

	· Holder of RPAS remotely piloted aircraft operator’s certificate (ReOC)

	· Holder of RPAS and remote pilot licence (RePL)

	· Drone manufacturers

	· Drone repairers

	· Unmanned balloon operators

	· Rocket operator

	· Commercial drone operator

	· Recreational drone flyer

	· Model aircraft enthusiast

	· Training organisation representative


Interest
	· Drones/uncrewed aircraft systems

	· Airspace and infrastructure

	· Licensing

	· Flight training

	· Model rocket enthusiast/operator

	· Rocketry

	· Human External Cargo (HEC)

	· Carers of children who own drones

	· Unmanned balloons

	· Model aircraft/remote control aeroplanes

	· New and emerging technology

	· Owner of drones and/or model aircraft





[bookmark: _Hlk110602861][bookmark: _Hlk2172166]Page 1. About this consultation
This consultation asks for your feedback on the proposed amendments to Part 101 of the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998 (CASR) 
[bookmark: _Hlk110602770]The survey has been designed to give you the option to provide feedback on the survey in its entirety or to provide feedback on the policy topics applicable to you.
We will ask you for:
· personal information, such as your name, any organisation you represent, and your email address
· your consent to publish your submission
· your responses to the proposed changes in the regulations
· demographic information to help us understand your interest in the regulations
· any comments you may want to provide
[bookmark: _Hlk110604336]Our website contains more information on making a submission and what we do with your feedback.


[bookmark: _Hlk46392696][bookmark: _Hlk2173730]Page 2. Personal information
First name
(Required)
	


Last name
(Required)
	


Email address
If you enter your email address, you will automatically receive an acknowledgement email when you submit your response.
Email
	


Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?
(Required)
Please select only one item
☐ Yes, I am authorised to submit feedback on behalf of an organisation
☐ No, these are my personal views.
If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.
	


[bookmark: _Hlk143264669]Which of the following best describes the group you represent?
(Required)
Please select one of the options below
☐ Advanced air mobility
☐ Aerodrome operator / land holder
☐ Component or system developer / supplier
☐ Defence or military
☐ Drone / model aircraft retailer
☐ Drone delivery service
☐ Education and / or research organisation
☐ Engineering
☐ Excluded category and / or micro RPA operator
☐ Excluded category operator
☐ Federal government 
☐ FPV pilot / enthusiast
☐ International drone company
☐ Local government
☐ Model aircraft association member
☐ Model aircraft enthusiast
☐ Other
☐ ReOC / RePL holder
☐ RPAS maintenance organisation / provider
☐ RPAS manufacturer / developer
☐ RPAS retailer
☐ RPAS training organisation
☐ State or territory government
☐ University or education institution
☐ RePL holder
☐ Other
Please specify ‘Other’ if selected.
	




[bookmark: _Hlk46394012][bookmark: _Hlk110603021][bookmark: _Hlk16072089]Page 3. Consent to publish submission 
[bookmark: _Hlk46393757]To provide transparency and promote debate, we intend to publish all responses to this consultation. This may include both detailed responses/submissions in full and aggregated data drawn from the responses received.
Where you consent to publication, we will include:
· your last name if the submission is made by you as an individual or 
· the name of the organisation on whose behalf the submission has been made
· your responses and comments
We will not include any other personal or demographic information in a published response
[bookmark: _Hlk46393777]Do you give permission for your response to be published?
(Required)
Please select only one item
☐ Yes - I give permission for my response/submission to be published.
☐ No - I would like my response/submission to remain confidential but understand that de-identified aggregate data may be published.
☐ I am a CASA officer.
Information about how we consult and how to make a confidential submission is available on our website .


Page 4. CASA discretion to direct publication of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs)
Some uncrewed aircraft and rocket operations require CASA approval to use a specific area. We propose changing the rules, so a NOTAM is published for an area approval only when it is needed for aviation safety.
CASA would decide whether a NOTAM is needed, and if so, direct Airservices Australia to publish it.
Under subregulation 101.030(7) of CASR, we must publish details of every area approval for drone or rocket operations. Approval conditions must appear in a NOTAM or aeronautical chart. 
However, not every approved operation requires a NOTAM to maintain aviation safety. For example, it may not be needed where crewed aircraft do not operate. 
Where a NOTAM is needed for aviation safety, CASA would make it a condition of the area approval. Regulation 11.056 of CASR allows CASA to impose safety conditions on authorisations.
The proposal would improve the integrity and efficiency of the NOTAM system. It would ensure NOTAMs are only published when they provide a safety benefit. 
Fact bank: NOTAM publication requirements
	Subregulation 101.030(7) requires CASA to publish every area approval in a NOTAM or aeronautical chart. The proposed amendment would remove this mandatory requirement and give CASA discretion over publication.


Question: Does the proposed approach improve the integrity and efficiency of the NOTAM system while maintaining safety?
Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, with changes (please specify suggested changes below)
☐ No (please set out your reasoning and alternative suggestions below)
☐ Undecided 
☐ Not applicable
Comments
	[bookmark: _Hlk520205553]




Page 5. Requirement to keep records and give information to CASA
We propose moving the enabling provision for record-keeping and information requirements from subpart 101.F to Part 101.C.
This would align CASR with existing Part 101 Manual of Standards (MOS) requirements without changing operators’ current requirements.
Subpart 101.F currently allows the MOS to set record-keeping and information requirements for uncrewed aircraft operators. 
However, subpart 101.F does not apply to model aircraft and micro remotely piloted aircraft (RPA). This is inconsistent with Chapter 10 of the Part 101 MOS. 
Chapter 10 includes requirements for micro, very small, small and medium registered RPA, as well as certain excluded RPA.
Moving the provision would make the enabling provision apply to uncrewed aircraft generally, except model aircraft operated indoors. 
Fact bank: Aligning CASR with existing Part 101 MOS requirements 
	Subpart 101.F does not apply to model aircraft or micro RPA. Moving the provision to subpart 101.C would align CASR with the broader scope of Chapter 10 of the Part 101 MOS, and to remove that inconsistency. 
No changes to the Part 101 MOS requirements are proposed.


Question: Would the proposed amendment have any unintended regulatory or operational impacts?
Radio buttons
☐ No
☐ Yes (please describe the impacts below)
☐ Undecided 
☐ Not applicable
If you selected "Yes", please describe the impacts and any suggested changes.
	




Page 6. CASA to set aeronautical knowledge examinations
We propose inserting new provisions in CASR authorising CASA to set and administer aeronautical knowledge examinations for:
· remote pilot licences (RePL)
· beyond visual line-of-sight (BVLOS) operations.
The Part 101 Manual of Standards (MOS) would set the competencies, standards and examination procedures which would be reviewed and any changes publicly consulted.
The CASR does not currently provide an express mechanism for CASA to set and administer these examinations.
CASA approved RePL training providers would continue training and preparing candidates.
The proposal would establish consistent national examination standards. It would also allow examination content to be updated as operations and regulatory requirements change.
This would strengthen the integrity of the licensing system and ensure remote pilots have the knowledge required to operate safely.
Fact bank: Regulatory authority and examination fees
	The CASR does not currently provide an express regulatory mechanism for CASA to set and administer aeronautical knowledge exams. The proposed amendments would establish this authority. 
The BVLOS examination fee is currently $70. The proposed amendment would not change the fee. It would relocate the fee from Part 24 to Part 17 of the Civil Aviation (Fees) Regulations 1995 to enable accurate reporting.
RePL examination fees would be set later, following public consultation through a Cost Recovery Implementation Statement.


Question: Would authorising CASA to set and manage RePL and BVLOS aeronautical knowledge examinations, with delivery through CASA-approved providers, support nationally consistent examination standards?
Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, with changes (please specify suggested changes below)
☐ No (please set out your reasoning and alternative suggestions below)
☐ Undecided 
☐ Not applicable
Comments
	




Page 7. General comments
Do you have any additional comments about the proposed amendments? This should not include points you have already raised.
Please include in these comments any impact these changes may have on you or your operation.
Comments
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