Civil Aviation Safety Authority – Consultation on CD 2611OS
[bookmark: _Hlk10803069]Proposed MOS and CAO changes for Class D CTA around Bankstown (CD 2611OS)
Overview
[bookmark: _Hlk10803080]Airspace in the Sydney Basin is changing on 9 July 2026 to support Western Sydney International Airport (WSIA), scheduled to open later this year. 

The key changes relevant to this consultation are:
· the introduction of new Class D controlled areas (CTA) around Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK)
· a revised Bankstown Class D control zone (CTR), and
· revised VFR routes for access to and from YSBK located within the new Class D CTA.

We invite you to review the clarity of proposed amendments to multiple operational rules which formalise previously communicated new VFR aircraft transponder requirements as per the VTC, ERSA and AIP effective 9 July. We are also seeking feedback on improvements to Part 91 guidance material. Your feedback will help ensure the rules are clear and will work as intended.

Visit the CASA website to learn more about the Sydney Basin airspace changes.
Requirements for the new Class D CTA airspace
Ensuring aviation safety in the new Class D CTA and on the new VFR routes requires VFR aircraft to have and use a transponder during flight in the new Class D CTA, thereby enabling identification of all relevant aircraft by air traffic control.
[bookmark: _Hlk10803106]Corresponding amendments
To implement these new VFR aircraft transponder requirements, we have drafted changes to the Part 91, 131, 133 and 135 Manuals of Standards (MOS) and Civil Aviation Orders (CAO) 95.4, 95.10, 95.12, 95.12.1, 95.32 and 95.55. We have also drafted improvements to Part 91 Acceptable Means of Compliance and Guidance Material (AMC/GM) regarding flight notification procedures.
Previous consultations
CASA and Airservices Australia have extensively engaged with Sydney Basin local aviation operators and stakeholders during the development of airspace change proposals associated with the opening of Western Sydney International Airport.
Why your views matter
[bookmark: _Hlk10803478][bookmark: _Hlk110236422]Your feedback will help us make sure the final legislation is clear and will work as intended. 
How to submit feedback
Please submit your comments on the proposed amendments through the consultation hub using the survey link provided on this page.
If you are unable to provide feedback via the survey link, please email us at regulatoryconsultation@casa.gov.au.
What happens next
At the end of the response period, we will:
· review all comments received
· make responses publicly available on the consultation hub (unless you request your submission remain confidential)
· publish a Summary of Consultation which summarises the feedback received and outlines any intended changes and next steps.
All comments received on the proposed legislation will be considered. Relevant feedback that improves on the proposed wording will be incorporated into the final instruments.
Post-implementation review
CASA will monitor and review the new rules on an ongoing basis. We will also continue work with industry on any further changes to better support Bankstown aerodrome and airspace operations.
Related documents
[bookmark: _Hlk110602582]All documents relevant to this consultation are attached in the ‘Related’ section at the bottom of the overview page. They are:
· Summary of proposed change on CD 2611OS, which provides background on the proposed standards
· Consultation Draft - Parts 91, 131, 133 and 135 Manuals of Standards Amendment Instrument 2026
· Consultation Draft - Civil Aviation Orders 95.4, 95.10, 95.12, 95.12.1, 95.32 and 95.55 Amendment Instrument 2026
· [bookmark: _Hlk110602503][bookmark: _Hlk46393504][bookmark: _Hlk110602635][bookmark: _Hlk10804297]MS Word copy of online consultation for ease of distribution and feedback within your organisation.
· 

Give Us Your Views
[Appears on the overview page at the bottom]
Online Survey
[This link is on the front page of the survey and takes you to the survey questions] 
Events
List of events related to this consultation such as upcoming webinars
[bookmark: _Hlk46393562]Related
[This section is at the bottom of the front page and contains all the links to other sites and documents related to this consultation]
Related Links
List of links attached to the consultation:
Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998 - Part 91—General operating and flight rules
Related Consultations
List of links to related consultations
Related Documents
List of documents to attach to the consultation:
· Summary of proposed change on CD 2611OS, which provides background on the proposed standards
· Consultation Draft - Parts 91, 131, 133 and 135 Manuals of Standards Amendment Instrument 2026
· Consultation Draft - Civil Aviation Orders 95.4, 95.10, 95.12, 95.12.1, 95.32 and 95.55 Amendment Instrument 2026
· MS Word copy of online consultation for ease of distribution and feedback within your organisation.


[bookmark: _Hlk110602710][bookmark: _Hlk2172420][bookmark: _Hlk10807523]Audience & Interest groups
[bookmark: _Hlk37234369]Audience
· Pilots using Bankstown aerodrome and VFR routes in the Sydney Basin
· Flight instructors and flight examiners using Bankstown aerodrome and VFR routes in the Sydney Basin
· Aircraft owner or operator using Bankstown aerodrome and VFR routes in the Sydney Basin
· Flight training operators using Bankstown aerodrome and VFR routes in the Sydney Basin
· Sport and recreational aviation operators or pilots using Bankstown aerodrome and VFR routes in the Sydney Basin
· Approved self-administering aviation organisations administering aircraft using Bankstown aerodrome and VFR routes in the Sydney Basin
· Air traffic controller(s) involved in Bankstown aerodrome and VFR routes in the Sydney Basin
Interest
· Operations using Bankstown aerodrome and VFR routes in the Sydney Basin
[bookmark: _Hlk2172296]

[bookmark: _Hlk110602861][bookmark: _Hlk2172166]About this consultation
This consultation asks for your feedback on the proposed amendments to 4 Manuals of Standards and various Civil Aviation Orders in the 95 series for new Class D CTA airspace in the Sydney Basin.

[bookmark: _Hlk110602770]The first 2 pages will ask you for some information about yourself. The next following three pages relate to the changes to the rules and to improvements to the Part 91 guidance material.

The last page will ask about the changes more generally and your priorities.

Unless an answer is required or mandatory, you can answer as few or as many of the questions as you like. When you have completed the consultation, click the ‘Finish’ button at the bottom right of this page.

	Page
	Response

	About this consultation
	Standard

	Personal information (Required)
	Standard

	Consent to publish your submission (Required)
	Standard

	Part 91, 131, 133 and 135 MOS transponder related amendments for flights in Class D CTA around Bankstown 
	0 percent complete 

	CAO transponder relating amendments for flights of sport and recreational aircraft in Class D CTA around Bankstown
	0 percent complete 

	Proposed guidance material regarding flight notifications for flights on VFR routes in Class D CTA
	0 percent complete

	General comments
	0 percent complete 



We will ask you for:
· personal information, such as your name, any organisation you represent, and your email address
· your consent to publish your submission
· your responses to the proposed changes in the regulations
· demographic information to help us understand your interest in the regulations
· any comments you may want to provide.
[bookmark: _Hlk110604336]General comments

The last page of this consultation is a General comments page, where you can provide freeform comments on the proposed changes.



File upload

Please note: CASA can no longer offer the capacity to upload files because of the potential risk of malware.

Our website contains more information on making a submission and what we do with your feedback.


[bookmark: _Hlk46392696][bookmark: _Hlk2173730]Personal information [Standard page]
First name
(Required)
	


Last name
(Required)
	


Email address
If you enter your email address, you will automatically receive an acknowledgement email when you submit your response.
Email
	


Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?
(Required)
Please select only one item
☐ Yes, I am authorised to submit feedback on behalf of an organisation
☐ No, these are my personal views.
If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.
	


[bookmark: _Hlk79579329][bookmark: _Hlk143264669]Demographic question where applicable
Which of the following best describes the group you represent?
Please select only one item
☐ Pilot
☐ Flight instructor or flight examiner
☐ Aircraft owner or operator
☐ Flight training operator
☐ Sport and recreational aviation operator or pilot
☐ Approved self-administering aviation organisation (ASAO)
☐ Air traffic controller
☐ Other
Please specify ‘Other’ if selected.
	





[bookmark: _Hlk46394012][bookmark: _Hlk110603021][bookmark: _Hlk79580140][bookmark: _Hlk16072089]Consent to publish submission [Standard page]
[bookmark: _Hlk46393757]To provide transparency and promote debate, we intend to publish all responses to this consultation. This may include both detailed responses/submissions in full and aggregated data drawn from the responses received.

Where you consent to publication, we will include:
· your last name if the submission is made by you as an individual or 
· the name of the organisation on whose behalf the submission has been made
· your responses and comments.

We will not include any other personal or demographic information in a published response.
[bookmark: _Hlk46393777][bookmark: _Hlk79580265][bookmark: _Hlk110604226]Do you give permission for your response to be published?
(Required)
Please select only one item
☐ Yes - I give permission for my response/submission to be published.
☐ No - I would like my response/submission to remain confidential but understand that de-identified aggregate data may be published.
☐ I am a CASA officer.
Information about how we consult and how to make a confidential submission is available on our website.


Part 91, 131, 133 and 135 MOS transponder related amendments for flights in Class D CTA around Bankstown
The questions on this page are not directly relevant to aircraft operated under CASR Part 149 Approved Self-Administering Organisations (ASAO). The questions on the following page, CAO transponder related amendments for flights of sport and recreation aircraft in Class D CTA around Bankstown, are specific to the CAO amendments, and the Part 91 MOS amendment, relevant to these aircraft.
Policy
From 9 July 2026, VFR aircraft operating within the Class D control areas (CTA) above and surrounding Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) must have and use an appropriate transponder. VFR aircraft operating solely within the Bankstown Class D control zone (CTR) will not be required to meet this requirement.
Background
Currently only IFR aircraft are required to have and use a transponder in Class D airspace.

The Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK is identified using the following labels in the AIP Designated Airspace Handbook (DAH):
i. Bankstown CTA D1 (the Class D CTA above Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR)
ii. Sydney CTA D1 (contains the one way (outbound only) Woronora VFR route from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR which is still under consultation by CASA and, if decided to be implemented, would be confirmed by AIP SUP)
iii. Western Sydney CTA D1 (contains VFR routes to and from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR)
iv. Western Sydney CTA D2 (the Class D CTA to the north of Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) above 1,500 ft AMSL)
v. Western Sydney CTA D3 (the Class D CTA to the south of Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) above 1,500 ft AMSL).

Although all the proposed MOS amendments below include the Sydney CTA D1 airspace, if that airspace is not implemented, the MOS entries would become irrelevant as there would be no airspace with this identifying label. CASA would at a later date amend the MOS’s to delete this unnecessary reference.
Associated links
Link: AIP Australia FAC YSBK - Sydney/Bankstown – dated 9 July 2026
Link: Sydney VTC chart - dated 9 July 2026
Link: Draft AIP SUP H49/26



Question 1 - Does the Part 91 MOS, Table 26.68 (2), item 3A clearly indicate that there is a requirement for transponder carriage, for operations within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK?

Fact bank: Proposed Part 91 MOS, Table 26.68(2)
	[6]	Table 26.68 (2), after item 3
insert
	3A
	VFR
	The following volumes of Class D airspace:
(a) Bankstown CTA D1;
(b) Sydney CTA D1;
(c) Western Sydney CTA D1;
(d) Western Sydney CTA D2;
(e) Western Sydney CTA D3.
Note 1   Bankstown CTA D1 defines the Class D CTA above Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Sydney CTA D1 contains the one‑way (outbound only) Woronora VFR route from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Western Sydney CTA D1 contains VFR routes to and from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Western Sydney CTA D2 and D3 define, respectively, the Class D CTA to the north and south of Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) above 1 500 ft AMSL.
Note 2   The AIP Designated Airspace Handbook (DAH) specifies the boundaries of the five Class D control areas.
	At least 1:
(a)	approved ADS-B OUT configuration; or
(b)	approved Mode S transponder with Class B TABS position source device configuration; or
(c)	approved transponder being:
(i)	for an aircraft, manufactured on or after 6 February 2014, or modified by having its transponder installation replaced on or after 6 February 2014 — an approved Mode S transponder with ADS-B capability; or
(ii)	for any other aircraft — approved transponder.
Note   An approved Mode S transponder with ADS-B capability is not required to transmit ADS-B OUT for a VFR flight.





Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	



Question 2 - Does the Part 131 MOS, table 26.21(3), item 2A clearly indicate that there is a requirement for transponder carriage, for operations within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK?

Fact bank: Proposed Part 131 MOS, Table 26.21(3)
	[5]	Table 26.21 (3), after item 2
insert
	2A
	Any operation by a Part 131 aircraft
	The following volumes of Class D airspace: 
(a)	Bankstown CTA D1;
(b)	Sydney CTA  D1;
(c)	Western Sydney CTA D1;
(d)	Western Sydney CTA D2;
(e)	Western Sydney CTA D3.
Note 1   Bankstown CTA D1 defines the Class D CTA above Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Sydney CTA D1 contains the one‑way (outbound only) Woronora VFR route from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Western Sydney CTA D1 contains VFR routes to and from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Western Sydney CTA D2 and D3 define, respectively, the Class D CTA to the north and south of Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) above 1 500 ft AMSL.
Note 2   The AIP Designated Airspace Handbook (DAH) specifies the boundaries of the five Class D control areas.
	At least 1:
(a)	approved ADS-B OUT configuration; or
(b)	approved Mode S transponder with Class B TABS position source device configuration; or
(c)	approved transponder.
Note   An approved Mode S transponder with ADS‑B capability is not required to transmit ADS‑B OUT for a VFR flight.





Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	



Question 3 - Does the Part 133 MOS, Table 11.53(2), item 3A clearly indicate that there is a requirement for transponder carriage, for operations within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK?

Fact bank: Proposed Part 133 MOS, Table 11.53(2)
	[4]	Table 11.53(2), after item 3
insert
	3A
	VFR
	The following volumes of Class D airspace: 
(a)	Bankstown CTA D1;
(b)	Sydney CTA D1;
(c)	Western Sydney CTA D1;
(d)	Western Sydney CTA D2;
(e)	Western Sydney CTA D3.
Note 1   Bankstown CTA D1 defines the Class D CTA above Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Sydney CTA D1 contains the one-way (outbound only) Woronora VFR route from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Western Sydney CTA D1 contains VFR routes to and from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Western Sydney CTA D2 and D3 define, respectively, the Class D CTA to the north and south of Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) above 1 500 ft AMSL.
Note 2   The AIP Designated Airspace Handbook (DAH) specifies the boundaries of the five Class D control areas.
	(a)	For a rotorcraft first certificated in its country of manufacture on, or after, 6 February 2014, or modified by having its transponder replaced on, or after, 6 February 2014 — at least 1 approved Mode S transponder with ADS-B capability; or
(b)	for any other rotorcraft — at least 1 approved transponder.
Note   An approved Mode S transponder with ADS-B capability is not required to transmit ADS-B OUT for a VFR flight.







Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	



Question 4 - Does the Part 135 MOS, table 11.60(2), item 3A clearly indicate that there is a requirement for transponder carriage, for operations within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK?

Fact bank: Proposed Part 135 MOS, Table 11.60(2)
	[4]	Table 11.60(2), after item 3
	3A
	VFR
	The following volumes of Class D airspace: 
(a)	Bankstown CTA D1;
(b)	Sydney CTA D1;
(c)	Western Sydney CTA D1;
(d)	Western Sydney CTA D2;
(e)	Western Sydney CTA D3.
Note 1   Bankstown CTA D1 defines the Class D CTA above Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Sydney CTA D1 contains the one-way (outbound only) Woronora VFR route from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Western Sydney CTA D1 contains VFR routes to and from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) control zone. Western Sydney CTA D2 and D3 define, respectively, the Class D CTA to the north and south of Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) above 1 500 ft AMSL.
Note 2   The AIP Designated Airspace Handbook (DAH) specifies the boundaries of the five Class D control areas.
	(a)	For an aeroplane first certificated in its country of manufacture on or after 6 February 2014, or modified by having its transponder replaced on or after 6 February 2014 — at least 1 approved Mode S transponder with ADS-B capability; or
(b)	for any other aeroplane — at least 1 approved transponder.
Note   An approved Mode S transponder with ADS-B capability is not required to transmit ADS-B OUT for a VFR flight.





Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise


Comments
	





CAO transponder related amendments for flights of sport and recreation aircraft in Class D CTA around Bankstown
Policy
From 9 July 2026, VFR aircraft operating within the Class D control areas (CTA) above and surrounding Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) must have and use an appropriate transponder. VFR aircraft operating solely within the Bankstown Class D control zone (CTR) will not be required to meet this requirement.
Background
Multiple sport and recreation aircraft CAOs continue to require transponder carriage and use in accordance with the pre-December 2021 CAO 20.18 but this old CAO does not include reference to the new airspace and cannot be amended to include the new airspace.
In May 2026, amendments were made to CAOs 95.10, 95.32 and 95.55 associated with implementing an ability for Recreational Aviation Australia (RAAus) pilots to fly in controlled airspace. These amendments already required compliance with certain Part 91 Manual of Standards transponder rules but did not encompass this new Sydney airspace. 
Contemporary transponder requirements for the new airspace are, as outlined in this consultation, being added to table 26.68 (2) of the Part 91 MOS as a new table item 3A. 
The following CAO 95 documents are proposed to be amended to require compliance for the new airspace with the transponder requirements in the new item 3A of table 26.68 (2) of the Part 91 MOS.

Table 1: Amendments to various CAO 95 documents
	
	CAO
	Applicability
	Amendment

	1
	95.4
	Sailplanes and towing aircraft
	This proposed amendment only applies to sailplanes as the existing transponder requirements in this CAO also only apply to sailplanes. Towing aircraft which are VH registered are separately required to comply with the Part 91 MOS transponder equipment rules. 

This proposed amendment requires compliance with the transponder requirements of item 3A of table 26.68(2) of the Part 91 Manual of Standards for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK, while retaining CAO 20.18 transponder requirements for all other airspace. 

Unlike VH registered aircraft which are required to fit Mode S transponders to aircraft manufactured on or after 6 February 2014, or aircraft modified by having their transponder installation replaced on or after 6 February 2014, this amendment allows the fitment of Mode A/C transponders.

	2
	95.10
	Microlight aeroplanes
	This proposed amendment requires compliance with the added requirements of item 3A of Table 26.68(2) of the Part 91 Manual of Standards for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK. This amendment is integrated with other recent changes made to this CAO relating to pilots under this CAO accessing controlled airspace.

For non-controlled airspace, the existing CAO 20.18 transponder requirements are retained.

Unlike VH registered aircraft which are required to fit Mode S transponders to aircraft manufactured on or after 6 February 2014, or aircraft modified by having their transponder installation replaced on or after 6 February 2014, the May 2026 amendment, which works with this amendment, allows the fitment of Mode A/C transponders.

	3
	95.12
	Gyroplanes not exceeding 250 kg
	This proposed amendment requires compliance with the transponder requirements of item 3A of table 26.68(2) of the Part 91 Manual of Standards for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK, while retaining CAO 20.18 transponder requirements for all other airspace.

	4
	95.12.1
	LSA Gyroplanes and ASRA-compliant Gyroplanes
	This proposed amendment requires compliance with the transponder requirements of item 3A of table 26.68(2) of the Part 91 Manual of Standards for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK, while retaining CAO 20.18 transponder requirements for all other airspace.

	5
	95.32
	Powered Parachutes and Weight-shift-controlled Aeroplanes
	This proposed amendment requires compliance with the added requirements of item 3A of Table 26.68(2) of the Part 91 Manual of Standards for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK. This amendment is integrated with other recent changes made to this CAO relating to pilots under this CAO accessing controlled airspace.

For non-controlled airspace, the existing CAO 20.18 transponder requirements are retained.

Unlike VH registered aircraft which are required to fit Mode S transponders to aircraft manufactured on or after 6 February 2014, or aircraft modified by having their transponder installation replaced on or after 6 February 2014, the May 2026 amendment, which works with this amendment, allows the fitment of Mode A/C transponders.

	6
	95.55
	Certain Light Sport Aircraft, Lightweight Aeroplanes and Ultralight Aeroplanes
	This proposed amendment requires compliance with the added requirements of item 3A of Table 26.68(2) of the Part 91 Manual of Standards for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding YSBK. This amendment is integrated with other recent changes made to this CAO relating to pilots under this CAO accessing controlled airspace.

For non-controlled airspace, the existing CAO 20.18 transponder requirements are retained.

Unlike VH registered aircraft which are required to fit Mode S transponders to aircraft manufactured on or after 6 February 2014, or aircraft modified by having their transponder installation replaced on or after 6 February 2014, the May 2026 amendment, which works with this amendment, allows the fitment of Mode A/C transponders.



These amendments are intended to impose the Part 91 MOS requirements, with slight amendments as outlined in the table above, for carriage of transponders for sport and recreational operations within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding Bankstown aerodrome, which includes the relevant VFR routes.

Fact bank: Part 91 MOS, Table 26.68(2)
	[6]	Table 26.68 (2), after item 3
insert
	3A
	VFR
	The following volumes of Class D airspace:
(a) Bankstown CTA D1;
(b) Sydney CTA D1;
(c) Western Sydney CTA D1;
(d) Western Sydney CTA D2;
(e) Western Sydney CTA D3.
Note 1   Bankstown CTA D1 defines the Class D CTA above Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Sydney CTA D1 contains the one‑way (outbound only) Woronora VFR route from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Western Sydney CTA D1 contains VFR routes to and from the Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) CTR. Western Sydney CTA D2 and D3 define, respectively, the Class D CTA to the north and south of Bankstown aerodrome (YSBK) above 1 500 ft AMSL.
Note 2   The AIP Designated Airspace Handbook (DAH) specifies the boundaries of the five Class D control areas.
	At least 1:
(a)	approved ADS-B OUT configuration; or
(b)	approved Mode S transponder with Class B TABS position source device configuration; or
(c)	approved transponder being:
(i)	for an aircraft, manufactured on or after 6 February 2014, or modified by having its transponder installation replaced on or after 6 February 2014 — an approved Mode S transponder with ADS-B capability; or
(ii)	for any other aircraft — approved transponder.
Note   An approved Mode S transponder with ADS-B capability is not required to transmit ADS-B OUT for a VFR flight.





Associated links
Link: AIP Australia FAC YSBK - Sydney/Bankstown – dated 9 July 2026
Link: Sydney VTC chart - dated 9 July 2026
Link: Draft AIP SUP H49/26

Question 1 – Does the amendment to CAO 95.4 clearly indicate there is a requirement for sailplanes to comply with the Part 91 transponder carriage requirement, slightly amended to enable Mode A/C transponder carriage, for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding Bankstown aerodrome?

Also see Part 91 MOS Table 26.68 (2).

Fact bank: Proposed CAO 95.4 - Sailplanes and towing aircraft
	[1]	After paragraph 8.3
insert
	8.4	A relevant sailplane that is in an operation mentioned in column 1 of item 3A of Table 26.68 (2) of the Part 91 MOS (item 3A), in a volume of Class D airspace mentioned in column 2 of item 3A, must be fitted with an operable transponder that meets the requirements mentioned in column 3 of item 3A.
Note   This paragraph sets out transponder requirements for certain Class D control areas in the Sydney area. See paragraph 8.3 for transponder requirements for all other airspace.
	8.5	For paragraph 8.4, subparagraph (c)(i) in column 3 of item 3A applies as if the reference in the subparagraph to an “approved Mode S transponder” is a reference to an “approved transponder”.


Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	



Question 2 – Does the amendment to CAO 95.10 for microlight aeroplanes clearly indicate there is a requirement to comply with the Part 91 transponder carriage requirement, slightly amended to enable Mode A/C transponder carriage, for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding Bankstown aerodrome?

Also see Fact Bank for Part 91 MOS Table 26.68 (2).

Fact bank: Proposed CAO 95.10 - Microlight aeroplanes
	[1]	Subparagraph 10A.8(a)
omit
items 3
insert
items 3, 3A


Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	



Question 3 – Does the proposed amendment to CAO 95.12 for gyroplanes not exceeding 250 kg clearly indicate there is a requirement to comply with the Part 91 transponder carriage requirement for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding Bankstown aerodrome?

Also see Fact Bank for Part 91 MOS Table 26.68 (2).

Fact bank: Proposed CAO 95.12 - Gyroplanes not exceeding 250 kg
	[1]	Subparagraph 11.2(f)
substitute
(f)	if the aircraft is in an operation mentioned in column 1 of item 3A of Table 26.68 (2) of the Part 91 MOS (item 3A), in a volume of Class D airspace mentioned in column 2 of item 3A — the aircraft is fitted with an operable transponder that meets the requirements mentioned in column 3 of item 3A.
Note   Subparagraph (f) sets out transponder requirements for certain Class D control areas in the Sydney area. See paragraph 11.5 for transponder requirements for all other airspace.


Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	





Question 4 – Does the proposed amendment to CAO 95.12.1 for LSA gyroplanes and ASRA-compliant gyroplanes clearly indicate there is a requirement to comply with the Part 91 transponder carriage requirement for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding Bankstown aerodrome?

Also see Fact Bank for Part 91 MOS Table 26.68 (2).

Fact bank: Proposed CAO 95.12.1 - LSA Gyroplanes and ASRA-compliant Gyroplanes
	[1]	Subparagraph 12A.3(d)
substitute
(d)	if the aircraft is in an operation mentioned in column 1 of item 3A of Table 26.68 (2) of the Part 91 MOS (item 3A), in a volume of Class D airspace mentioned in column 2 of item 3A — the aircraft is fitted with an operable transponder that meets the requirements mentioned in column 3 of item 3A; and
Note   Subparagraph (d) sets out transponder requirements for certain Class D control areas in the Sydney area. See paragraph 12.5 for transponder requirements for all other airspace.


Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	



Question 5 – Does the amendment to CAO 95.32 for powered parachutes and weight-shift-controlled aeroplanes clearly indicate there is a requirement to comply with the Part 91 transponder carriage requirement, slightly amended to enable Mode A/C transponder carriage, for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding Bankstown aerodrome?

Also see Fact Bank for Part 91 MOS Table 26.68 (2).

Fact bank: Proposed CAO 95.32 - Powered Parachutes and Weight-shift-controlled Aeroplanes
	[1]	Subparagraph 8B.8(a)
omit
items 3
insert
items 3, 3A


Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	



Question 6 – Does the proposed amendment to CAO 95.55 for certain light sport aircraft, lightweight aeroplanes and ultralight aeroplanes clearly indicate there is a requirement to comply with the Part 91 transponder carriage requirement, slightly amended to enable Mode A/C transponder carriage, for flight within the new Class D CTA airspace above and surrounding Bankstown aerodrome?

Also see Fact Bank for Part 91 MOS Table 26.68 (2).

Fact bank: Proposed CAO 95.55 - Certain Light Sport Aircraft, Lightweight Aeroplanes and Ultralight Aeroplanes
	[1]	Subparagraph 9A.8(a)
omit
items 3
insert
items 3, 3A


Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	




Proposed guidance material regarding flight notifications for flights on VFR routes in Class D CTA
Policy
Support the 9 July 2026 airspace changes through the provision of useful guidance material.
Background
The Bankstown En Route Supplement Australia (ERSA) FAC section 5.1 entry titled ‘Flight Plan Notification’ states ‘All VFR operations within Class D CTA must submit a flight plan’. Detailed procedures are listed relating to flight plan submission.

Subsection 9.02(1) of the Part 91 Manual of Standards (MOS) requires pilots in command of VFR flights in Class D airspace to submit a flight plan in accordance with procedures published in authorised aeronautical information. Authorised aeronautical information means the AIP in Australia.

Currently, limited guidance regarding regulation 91.240 of CASR, which empowers Chapter 9 of the Part 91 MOS, is published in the Part 91 Acceptable Means of Compliance Guidance Material (AMC/GM) document.

Fact bank: Proposed amendments to the GM 91.240 entry in the Part 91 AMC/GM document
	GM 91.240 Flight notifications

[existing words]

The flight notification requirements are contained in Chapter 9 of the Part 91 MOS. 

Three types of flight notifications are used in Australia: 

· International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) format flight plan
· SARTIME notification
· flight note. 

[new additional words]

Detailed flight planning and flight notification procedures for Australia are contained in AIP ENR 1.10.

Two of the 3 types of flight notifications are available to be shared with Australia’s air traffic service provider Airservices Australia:
· International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) format flight plan
· SARTIME notification. 

The third kind of flight notification – a flight note – is not submitted to Airservices Australia and is instead provided to a responsible person who is expected to notify the appropriate search and rescue authority (Australian Maritime Safety Authority [AMSA] for the Australian FIRs) if the flight becomes overdue.

The type of flight notification required is based on the service that is needed or expected from ATS during flight. Flight plans might be minimum flight details about a portion of a flight or a complete ICAO format flight plan, with the acceptable content sometimes varied by individual aerodrome published procedures. Such local procedures would be published in the AIP ERSA aerodrome entry.

IFR flights all require some form of air traffic service to be provided and therefore a flight plan must be filed with Airservices Australia.

Similarly, as VFR flights in Class C or Class D airspace receive some form of air traffic service, they are also required to file a flight plan. However, the exact method for filing a flight plan for these flights is dependent on specific circumstances outlined in AIP ENR 1.10 or the AIP ERSA FAC entry for a specific aerodrome. 

It is strongly recommended pilots and operators check whether unique procedures apply for aerodromes being used. You might consider obtaining a briefing from a local flight instructor on relevant local procedures, as delays may occur when Airservices Australia does not receive a flight plan in the manner required by local procedures. Generally, flight details submitted with less than the 30 minutes notification may be subject to delay.
Examples include:
· VFR flights departing Class D aerodromes into Class G airspace could ‘submit a flight plan’ very simply via the radio transmission for taxi
· VFR flights departing the Bankstown Class D aerodrome (YSBK) into adjoining Class D control areas (CTA) must submit a formal ICAO format flight plan
· VFR flights departing from a Class C or D aerodrome directly into Class C airspace must submit a formal ICAO format flight plan.

Optionally, you can submit a ‘higher’ level of flight notification than the minimum required under Chapter 9 of the Part 91 MOS, which would provide additional safety assurance for your flight.

Flights not specifically required to submit any kind of flight notification by Chapter 9 of the Part 91 MOS are encouraged to submit 1 of the 3 kinds of flight notification. Pilots and operators are reminded that if either a flight plan is submitted, a SARTIME is nominated, or a flight note is left with a responsible person, then the requirements of sections 9.03, 9.04 and 9.05 of the Part 91 MOS will apply.


Associated links
Link: AIP Australia FAC YSBK - Sydney/Bankstown - dated 9 July 2026
Link: Sydney VTC chart - dated 9 July 2026

Question 1. Is the amended GM 91.240 guidance useful and appropriate?
Radio buttons
☐ Yes
☐ Yes, but with changes (please specify)
☐ No (please explain why)
☐ Not applicable - not my area of expertise
Comments
	




General comments
Do you have any additional comments about the proposed amendments? Please include any impact this change may have on you or your operation. Please do not include points you have already raised.
Comments
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